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DECLARATION OF RAYMOND P- JOHNSTON UNDER 37 CFR § 1.131 

I, Raymond P. Johnston, declare and state as follows: 

1 . I am a co-Inventor of the subject matter disclosed and claimed in me above- 
identified patent application. I have been employed by 3M, the assignee of the above- 
identified application, since 1980. My position is Senior Research Specialist 

2. My job responsibilities include research in the area of microrepUcation and 

fluidic systems. 

3. It was In connection with these responsibilities that the above-identified 
invention was conceived and reduced to practice. 

4. Prior to February 10, 2000, we were in possession of the conception to provide 
spontaneous fluid transport through a microchannd in a detection article. Conception is 
evidenced by the attached record of invention and the description of me fluid How in the 
detection articles. Particular attention should be directed to the fact that one of the 
advantages listed in the record of invention includes "me ability to engineer the surface to 
provide fluid movement to defined locations" and that the record of invention shows 
examples as put forth in the specification, such as Example 4 on page 60 of the application. 
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Moreover, microchannels such as shown on page 7 of the attached record of invention were 
made before February 10, 2000 by one of the methods for making films as described in the 
specification. These detection articles provided the spontaneous fluid flow as claimed in the 
present application. 

5. I declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of any application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



avmond P, Johnston 



Raymond ] 
Dated: March ^^ 2006 



DedaraooaRXIILdoe 
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